SUBU Clubs and Societies New Club Application Response Form

New club and societies applications are reviewed by the clubs and societies awarding committee that meets 6 times in the academic year.  This Panel is made of a SUBU Full-Time Officer, SUBU Permanent staff and there is the option for BU students to attend.

This document provides a breakdown of the new clubs/ societies requested and which have been approved.
This information will be made available publicly on the SUBU website. 
_________________________________________________________________________________
Date of meeting: 07/10/25
[bookmark: _Hlk113536353]Panel members present: Head of Student Participation – Kerry Dean, Student Opportunities Manager- Tammy Bowie, Clubs & Societies Coordinator- Loz Green, Clubs & Societies Coordinator- Luci Phalp, VP Student Opportunities- Jeffery Ononiwu
	[bookmark: _Hlk113538605]Proposed Club/ Society Name
	Proposed Membership
	Category
	Risk Rating

	Design & Engineering Society
	Free
	Academic 
	Low

	Main Proposed Activities 

	 Design workshops, design tools workshops/masterclasses, portfolio CV and cover letter support sessions, design rushes, monthly design challenges.

3 valid committee and 5 interested BU students.

	Accepted/ Declined & Comments

	The Awarding Committee is happy to approve this Society. As an Academic Society, you would benefit from the Patron programme – a BU member of staff can act as an Academic Advisor (Patron) to the Society to provide subject specific information and support. If you have an Academic who is willing to support your Society in this way you can provide their details to the Student Opportunities Team during your induction. If the Society intends to offer free membership, the Committee will need to give consideration to how they intend to fund their regular activity. 
APPROVED.



	Proposed Club/ Society Name
	Proposed Membership
	Category
	Risk Rating

	The Design Society
	Free
	Academic 
	Low

	Main Proposed Activities 

	 Bring together people who share a passion for design of all sorts (architecture, fashion, product design, art & animation, interior design, engineering). Craft activities, charity shop crawl, pub/club nights, themed parties, handwork skills workshops.

3 valid committee and 5 interested BU students.

	Accepted/ Declined & Comments

	SUBU have an Academic Society with a similar name, based on your described activity being diverse enough from their activity, your application can be considered for approval. The Awarding Committee would ask that you select a new name for your Society that reflects your specific activities and areas of interest. 
TENTATIVE.



	Proposed Club/ Society Name
	Proposed Membership
	Category
	Risk Rating

	Nutrition Society
	Free
	Academic 
	Low

	Main Proposed Activities 

	 We’re here to empower students and communities through inclusive, evidence-based nutrition. Our goals are to:
- Promote practical, accessible nutrition for diverse lifestyles
- Support wellbeing through food education and outreach
- Foster collaboration across universities and community spaces
- Encourage sustainable, student-friendly eating habits
- Create a welcoming space for learning, sharing, and growing together

- Community Kitchen Collaboration: Supporting with pantry packs, recipe ideas, and nutrition tips for students 
- Educational Workshops Topics include: Nutrition for menopause and hormone health, Vegetarian and plant-based diets, Eating well on a student budget, Sustainable food choices, etc.
 - Inter-University Outreach: Connecting with other nutrition societies to exchange resources and co-create larger projects 
- Creative Campaigns & Resources Flyers, infographics, recipe guides, and peer-led initiatives to make nutrition engaging and relatable

3 valid committee and 5 interested BU students.

	Accepted/ Declined & Comments

	The Awarding Committee is happy to approve this Society. As an Academic Society, you would benefit from the Patron programme – a BU member of staff can act as an Academic Advisor (Patron) to the Society to provide subject specific information and support. If you have an Academic who is willing to support your Society in this way you can provide their details to the Student Opportunities Team during your induction. If the Society intends to offer free membership, the Committee will need to give consideration to how they intend to fund their regular activity. 
APPROVED.



	Proposed Club/ Society Name
	Proposed Membership
	Category
	Risk Rating

	Animal Welfare Society
	£5
	Political and Campaigning 
	Low

	Main Proposed Activities 

	Being able to give more of a helping hand to local animal shelters by having volunteer and charity donations. Volunteering at local animal shelters (once a week), Doing charity runs/walks, themed night outs.

Membership given directly to a charity of the society's choice. For instance every month there will be a form of different charities to choose from and the desired, the month's membership fees go into that chosen organisation.

3 valid committee and 5 interested BU students.

	Accepted/ Declined & Comments

	The Awarding Committee is happy to approve this Society. During your induction, the Student Opportunities Team will discuss membership options with you. Monthly direct donation will prevent your Society from accumulating funds to support your activities but pay-as-you-play style events entry can be used to support your chosen charitable organisations. 
APPROVED.



	Proposed Club/ Society Name
	Proposed Membership
	Category
	Risk Rating

	Chinese Students and Scholars Association Bournemouth
	Free
	Culture and Faith
	

	Main Proposed Activities 

	The Bournemouth Chinese Students and Scholars Association (CSSA Bournemouth) is a non-profit student organization under the direct guidance of the Chinese Embassy in the UK. Our mission is to serve and support Chinese students and scholars at Bournemouth University. We work closely with the Bournemouth University Students' Union (SUBU) to foster a sense of community, enhance the student experience, and promote cross-cultural engagement on campus.

1.Regular Social Events: Organizing monthly gatherings to facilitate social connections and ease integration into life in the UK. Online discussions are held every fortnight, while offline activities are carried out monthly

 2.Comprehensive Welfare Support: Providing dedicated welfare support and practical guidance on key areas including healthcare and transport. 

3.Vibrant Cultural Celebrations: Effectively hosting events of all sizes for traditional Chinese festivals through our specialized teams, strengthening community bonds.

3 valid committee and 5 interested BU students.

	Accepted/ Declined & Comments

	Before this application can be considered, the Awarding Committee would like to invite the proposing students to meet with the Clubs and Societies Coordinator to discuss some queries in more detail.
TENTATIVE.
Appeals 3/12/25- After meeting with the Student Opportunities Team and discussing proposed activity in more detail, the Awarding Committee are happy to approve. 
APPROVED. 



	Proposed Club/ Society Name
	Proposed Membership
	Category
	Risk Rating

	Low Effort Society
	Free
	Hobbies and Interest
	Low

	Main Proposed Activities 

	To bring people together on Wednesday evenings to provide easy activities for everyone to engage in. Baking, Movies, Walking, Reading and any other suggestions provided by members.

 Additionally, we plan to involve some outdoor activity to ensure that people can explore Bournemouth within the warmer months and get to know the area within a group of people as opposed to doing it solo. This society is for people that don’t fit into any other societies available, this is inclusive to everyone that wishes to take part to just have fun with others.

3 valid committee and 5 interested BU students.

	Accepted/ Declined & Comments

	Before this application can be considered, the Awarding Committee would like to invite the proposing students to meet with the Clubs and Societies Coordinator to discuss some queries in more detail. We have also had a similar application from another group of students that the Awarding Committee would like you to be put in touch with to discuss the potential for a Society in this space.
TENTATIVE.
Appeals 3/12/25- The students who had proposed this club have since decided not to pursue their application. 
DECLINED. 



	Proposed Club/ Society Name
	Proposed Membership
	Category
	Risk Rating

	Street Lifting / Calisthenics Society
	£12-15
	Sport and Performance
	

	Main Proposed Activities 

	The aim of the Calisthenics Club is to build a community of students passionate about bodyweight training, movement, and strength.

We intend to create an inclusive space where beginners and advanced athletes can train together, learn new skills like handstands, muscle-ups, and planches, and improve overall fitness through teamwork and consistency.

Our goal is to promote a healthy lifestyle, discipline, and confidence through calisthenics while helping members discover their physical potential.

We plan to hold regular outdoor and indoor calisthenics training sessions at least twice a week, focusing on strength, mobility, and skill development. We’ll also organize monthly challenges, workshops, and group meet-ups to help members progress and stay motivated. In addition, we’d like to collaborate with other fitness or sports societies for joint sessions and possibly host small community events or demonstrations to promote calisthenics across campus.

Not available via SportBU

3 valid committee and 5 interested BU students.

	Accepted/ Declined & Comments

	The Awarding Committee is happy to approve this Society. During your induction, the Student Opportunities Team will discuss with you the level of activity you intend to carry out within your instructors qualification level and your Society will be receive a Risk Rating at that stage.
APPROVED. 



	Proposed Club/ Society Name
	Proposed Membership
	Category
	Risk Rating

	Hangout Society
	£3
	Hobbies and Interest 
	Low

	Main Proposed Activities 

	The aim of this society is to create an inclusive, friendly space where all students can meet new people, make friends, and take part in fun, relaxed activities. It’s designed especially for students who may find it difficult to integrate or feel confident in larger social groups. There will be a loose plan of what would happen each session (games, movie, music etc), but if people want to just chill, the plan can also be adapted for that.

Activities will include things like board games and watching movie/listening to music, but there can also be relaxed social sessions where we have a list of conversation starters if people just want to make conversation. Each meeting will have a loose plan or theme such as what games we are providing, but there will always be flexibility so members can decide what they’d like to do.

3 valid committee and 5 interested BU students.

	Accepted/ Declined & Comments

	Before this application can be considered, the Awarding Committee would like to invite the proposing students to meet with the Clubs and Societies Coordinator to discuss some queries in more detail. We have also had a similar application from another group of students that the Awarding Committee would like you to be put in touch with to discuss the potential for a Society in this space.
TENTATIVE.



	Proposed Club/ Society Name
	Proposed Membership
	Category
	Risk Rating

	The Dead Writers Society
	Free
	Hobbies and Interest 
	Low

	Main Proposed Activities 

	Weekly meetups for fellow minded writers to help share and develop their ideas, for any format of writing. Quizzes, Film outings, gaming events, Weekly drop-ins for our writing sessions. The president is a published author who can give feedback and aid other students in their writing ventures.

3 valid committee and 5 interested BU students.

	Accepted/ Declined & Comments

	[bookmark: _Hlk214960134]The Awarding Committee are unable to approve this application due to the high level of activity duplication in other SUBU Societies, in this case Fresher Publishing, The Lit Lounge, and Dead Poets Society. The Awarding Committee were not confident this Society offered enough unique opportunities for student.
DECLINED.
Appeals 3/12/25- We have considered the additional context provided by the applicants, however, the Awarding Committee still feels that the activities planned are covered by other societies. We would suggest that you contact Fresher Publishing, The Lit Lounge, and Dead Poets Society and work with/ encourage them to diversify their activities. If this doesn’t adequately meet your needs, we would encourage you to reapply in future.
DECLINED. 



	Proposed Club/ Society Name
	Proposed Membership
	Category
	Risk Rating

	Rep+ Community
	£1
	 
	Low

	Main Proposed Activities 

	The Rep+ Community is a Society made entirely by a Committee of Student Representatives, and our goal is to create a tighter-knit community that includes both student representatives and the wider student body. We aim to create a safe space where everyone is welcome and can unwind, and where students can get to know their representatives. 

Club Activities at the Reps+ Community will most commonly include movie nights, board game nights and general social events, with a possibility of hosting holiday events, self-care events, study group opportunities and the occasional off-site excursion (picnics, beach trips, museums, markets and more).

3 valid committee and 5 interested BU students.

	Accepted/ Declined & Comments

	The Awarding Committee are unable to approve this application. Due to the nature of the SUBU Student Rep programme, a SUBU Society is not the most relevant format to foster community between Student Reps specifically. The Student Opportunities Manager will work with the SUBU Student Voice team to develop this idea in a Rep context. 
DECLINED.



	Proposed Club/ Society Name
	Proposed Membership
	Category
	Risk Rating

	Auction House Society
	Free
	Hobbies and Interest
	Low

	Main Proposed Activities 

	Bringing students together through competitive bidding. 

Give the students the opportunity to bid for items that would interest them, from valuing objects to understanding buyer behaviour, while also developing practical skills in organisation and communication. Running creative events that make university life more engaging and fun.

1 - 2 Auctions Every month

3 valid committee and 5 interested BU students.

	Accepted/ Declined & Comments

	Before this application can be considered, the Awarding Committee would like to invite the proposing students to meet with the Clubs and Societies Coordinator to discuss some queries in more detail. 
TENTATIVE.
Appeals 3/12/25- We have considered the additional context provided by the applicants; however, the Awarding Committee still feels that the activities planned are not clearly defined and are straying away from the activities proposed in the original application. Based off the conversation had with the applicants, it is unclear where the money would be going from the Auctions. The Awarding Committee would also like to note that with the changes to proposed activity from the follow up meeting, we are not convinced that this model of activity is suitable as a SUBU club/society due to it being unsustainable. 
If the applicants wish to reapply in the future, we recommend considering what the regular activity for your society would be, and if that activity is sustainable. 
DECLINED. 



